Proposal for Infinite Library
Hari s Epam nonda & Daniel Gustav Cramer

To reassenble two different books in a manner that each second page of one
book would be put together with each second page of the other, would result
in two volumes of simlar weight, though varying in content, both unique in
their totality. If every book was to be taken apart and then conmbined with
another, an infinite library of readable or unreadabl e vol unes woul d energe,
a constellation of non-identical books establishing variant new systens and
approxi mati ons through juxtaposition and replacenent. If we were to inmagine
all books treated in this way (including their editioned copies), no book
woul d be left untouched or unaltered. Dismantling and deconstructing al
books woul d nean that their initial purpose and origin would be disturbed
There would be no categories; no science or fiction books, no religious
writings or educational texts, but one honpgeneous vol une of books containing
anot her kind of know edge*. The knowl edge found in this library would be
vast and infinite, an 'omiumgatherum full of cross-references based on
chance and the theory of probability**. The purpose of each book woul d
simply be in its very nature, to be a book, containing possibility. There
is no assurance that anything witten in such book would be true, neither
false, as this condition of becom ng would be i nhuman and coi ncidential, the
authority coming fromthe book itself. Cencorship would not exist as authorship
woul d no | onger be valid.

* Perhaps such process would |ead us to Borges' speculation on the existence of the “Crinson Hexagon”, including a book that
contains the |log/key of all the other books (as in Jorge Luis Borges, “La Biblioteca de Babel”, 1941).

** |n “The Infinite Monkey Theorenf ’'a monkey hitting keys at random on a typewiter keyboard for an infinite ampunt of
time will “alnost surely” type a particular chosen text, such as the conplete works of WIIliam Shakespeare. In this context,

“al nost surely“ is a mathematical termw th a precise meaning, and the "nonkey" is not an actual nonkey; rather, it is a neta-
phor for an abstract device that produces a random sequence of letters ad infinitum The theoremillustrates the perils of
reasoning about infinity by imagining a vast but finite nunber, and vice versa. The probability of a nonkey typing a given
string of text as long as, say, Hamlet is so tiny that, were the experinent conducted, the chance of it actually occurring

during a span of time of the order of the age of the universe is mnuscule but not zero.' (source wi kipedia)
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